Doctors That Make A Difference
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As the father of fwo profoundly disabled sons many people wonder why [or how) | can offer o
good deol of my time 1o helping others in need, My response is that | hove olways felt thot ol
goctors hove an ethical and moral requirement fo give back. Since having two special needs
children of my own. | have focused the majority of my pro bono efforts towards children in need.

dafn ot ry bovs, Joey ond Evan, hove severs
ceebnl pola When Joey wes bom he oppeored
1o be a nomal, healtty chid for the first ees
manths of his life. Then he began having saioues
and missing milestonas and, upon diognosis, his
doclans said he would néver be able to walk,
ok o develop mankdl. He hod numeecus
gashrciriestingl  peoilerms and  wenl  through
sevenol surgenes in Ihe st few yeces Of Dis e, My
wile Al ard | wene nat sune he woulkd make it
throwgh some of these sungenes but he oid.

| comea from a family fhat ernbroces the atfifude
of never “ghve up” o “guit’, A mandm | hove
mainfcired o rmy e, Agel ond | deciced
o howe anolher child o one of Oow pemony
concems was who would ook after Joey | we
werert around. We both undenvent sgnificant
genehc counssling and Diood festing and wene
ceguned Mot Joeys condition wos a genelic
rrLicficn in ey e 8 o gl that woes esinermehy
o, e waene lold 1hal the chance of us baving
anofher child wifih this condition weare newd o 2amo.

Wi weng elobed when Apdl became pregnant
wilh o sacond chid and did everylting in
our power 1o keep Apeil hedltty and 1o do the
necaswry testing for o safe pregnancy. Whike
Evan gppeaned nomnol and heallhy of Gidh, ke
e roll, of crowd, which wese all too tarniiorn
signs 1o us, Then ol aboul three monlbs b

bagan hoving sekwess ond the docions fold us
theat he hod the sarme syncharme s my fest son,
He begon hoving the same G, problers hat
Josy hod and Apdl ond | spent 50 much fime
in ihe kocal hospiiol ER 1hat | $00n Decame o
ey of life

That was over foureen vears ogo. | now ve wilh
the foct that neltnes of oy chilideen wil ever wok
o folk, are ted by 0 tube and con do nothing
Tor themsehes, 1 s nob ar easy 10ct o e wilk
but cne ot we hove chosen W0 ocoed and
embace compleately, As 0 docior and teacher
fl is hord o know Thal | con mever leach my
chiddran, My children con orly lough and ary,
g | omoka iy job o omake hem augh as
rmiuch 05 possible. Apiil and | fesl fordunale thot
we hove been able 1o work together over the
weors fo rmaodify o home sowe did not howve to
rstthstionalize our sons. This ncheded oodng o
wing toour home along with wheel chalr irmps,
on elavalor and around the clock rusing, | om
Tafurate that Lam in G pastion o aftard this tvpe
of Core, However, we hove alss Tound that there
e mary larmilas in woese slualions fhan ours,
Tarniias Thal aee far kess Todunabe: ard we fesal it
our duby fa halp tham,

Cver the yeors, Apnl ond | hove warked feverishly

wiin rrcirny chaniabke ongonizotion and | offer po-
beand sungery wharever | comn, We are abio aeclent

contbutans fo geoups ke the Greoter Richrmond
ARC, which wos establshed in 1954 by tormilies
for famikas, Snce that limea lbey hove grown
inlo 0 mspecied oganizalion bal each year
helps over 1,400 indhviduds with infelechual and
developrmeniol disobliies, Aprl ond | ore or-
Qoing sponsons of ARC'S Annuol Lodvbug Wine
Tasling event fhal benefs infart inferention
| am ako g community spokesperson for Sofs
Horbor domeshic violence shelber whose aim is
to end fhe Ccychle of dormesiic viclence, | offtan
fird  rimgzet h’BCI"I"'I_::I foacial irguries for shether
msidanls pro-bono and ecanlly opeabed on
a worman whose husband shot ke in the heod
with 0 40 colber hondgun while she wos hoking
her infant. She lost vskon in her lef eye but | wos
abke o triedt het scans ond focidl damage

AQnondl, we hoe been imvohed with fhe
Richmond Bonch of Opeation Smile and howe
worked  with momy olher chodlies nCluding
Connor's Heroas, Moak's Childeen and Hedal e
Childmen, which ae groups that suppon chidren
with conCer ond othesr serols disenses. iy wite
and my giott and | ngw have o 30 year history of
uCI'I_lI'ﬂEbC—ril'lu o g Back 1o the community.
I's bear a parl of my prociice missan since day
one. wewloweihotfoce.com.
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