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Happy Fourth of July!

By PATRICK WILSON

Richmond Times-Dispatch

Gov. Ralph Northam on Wednes-
day released more specifics on gun 
bills he wants addressed at Tues-
day’s special session of the legisla-

ture, beyond what 
he outlined in a 
news conference last 
month.

The actual legisla-
tion and details aren’t 
yet public. Two GOP 
bills that have been 
filed for the session 

are available online and more are 
expected.

In his June 4 news conference 
four days after a mass shooting 
in Virginia Beach, Northam said 
he would propose legislation on 
background checks; a ban on as-
sault weapons, silencers and bump 
stocks; legislation on protective or-
ders; reinstating Virginia’s former 
one-handgun-a month law; legisla-
tion on child access to guns; legisla-
tion on requirements to report lost 
and stolen firearms; and expanding 
local authority to regulate guns, in-
cluding in government buildings.

Northam’s office said Wednes-
day that Democratic lawmakers 
have sent eight bills to the Virginia 
Division of Legislative Services for 
drafting.

The governor said in a statement 
that he wants legislation that allows 
localities to enact gun restrictions 
that are stricter than state law, in-
cluding in municipal buildings.

GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY

By WAyNE EPPS JR.

Richmond Times-Dispatch

Donning a suit, Ches-
terfield County native 
Shane Farrar strolled to 
Madison Square Garden 
last spring in anticipa-
tion of hearing his name 
called in the NBA draft.

Farrar wasn’t part 
of the traditional draft, 
though. This one was for 
players joining the NBA’s 

newest league, centered 
around the popular NBA 
2K video game.

This year 22 NBA teams 
fielded esports teams, 
drafting players like Far-
rar, who was picked in the 
fourth round last year by 
the team associated with 
the Sacramento Kings — 
Kings Guard Gaming.

“That was my dream 
growing up, just trying 

By COLLEEN CURRAN 

Richmond Times-Dispatch

Here’s where you can find fire-
works in Richmond for the Fourth 
of July.

In case of inclement weather, 
be sure to call or check websites 
for cancellations or rain dates.

Dogwood Dell

The city puts on a lively fire-
works display every year at 
Dogwood Dell, preceded by a 
patriotic stage show with music 

from the Richmond Concert 
Jazz Band, a reading of the Dec-
laration of Independence and a 
performance by the Richmond 
Concert Band. Bring blankets and 
chairs. 6 p.m. with fireworks to 
start around 9:30 p.m. Free. 1300 
Blanton Ave. (804) 646-DELL. 
Rain date is July 5.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL, C1

Former UVA star 
Dawn Staley has 
gold on her mind 

By BILL LOhMANN

Richmond Times-Dispatch

Before he came to Amer-
ica, all Danny Teodorescu 
knew about the United States 
while growing up in Romania 
was what he had read, heard 
and seen on television and 
in the movies. Based on all of 
that, he determined that if he 
ever got to the United States, 
this would be his one and 
only wish: to be among the 

revelers on New Year’s Eve in 
New York’s Times Square.

He did indeed make it to 
America, but he didn’t en-
vision that his ticket here 
would be punched by sign-
ing on to come to Richmond 
in 2006 to drive an ice cream 
truck. He planned to be here 
only temporarily, but he is 
still here, and America has 
proved to be much more 
than a drunken crowd in 
party hats pressed together 

on the streets of New York. In 
the ensuing years, he has ex-
perienced the worst of life in 
America and also the best.

When Teodorescu, then 
30, first arrived in Richmond 
with a temporary work visa 
and not much English to 
work for Blue Bunny Ice 
Cream, he and his truck were 
assigned a route that in-
cluded the city’s public hous-
ing complexes.

DANIEL SANGJIB MIN/TIMES-DISPATCH

Danny Teodorescu (left) and his wife, Ruxandra Zait (second from left), visited Joe and April Niamtu and their children, 
Evan (seated left) and Joey, at their Richmond home. Teodorescu met the  Niamtus in 2007 after he was severely 
wounded in a shooting and they offered to give him a place to stay and help him with his medical treatments. 

For one immigrant, a nightmare 
turns into his ‘American dream’
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A year later, on his second 
stint, he was robbed and shot in 
a school parking lot and came 
closer to dying than he’d like to 
think about. His wounds were 
so serious that there was a time 
when he was told he might not 
walk or talk again.

Before leaving the hospital, he 
was befriended by Joe and April 
Niamtu, who are generous with 
local charitable endeavors and 
had read about the shooting. 
They were drawn to see how they 
could help in large part because 
Dr. Joe Niamtu III, a cosmetic 
facial surgeon, has Romanian 
roots, his grandfather having 
emigrated from Romania.

The Niamtus welcomed him 
into their home and grew to love 
him as family. He went to work, 
bought a new car and a home 
that he renovated, and then met 
and married a woman from Ro-
mania and settled down to live a 
most American life.

And now on Thursday — the 
Fourth of July — he will do the 
most American thing possible: 
On the grounds of the Virginia 
Museum of History & Culture 
on Arthur Ashe Boulevard, Teo-
dorescu, 43, will stand among 
100 others who have come here 
from other lands, raise his hand, 
promise his allegiance and, with 
fl ags waving, become a U.S. 
citizen.

“I cannot wait for that,” Teo-
dorescu said, as we talked in his 
home in South Richmond.

Joe Niamtu fi nds it all 
“inspiring.”

“A great ‘American dream’ 
story,” Niamtu says.

❖❖❖

As soon as the bullet pierced 
his right shoulder, Teodorescu 
remembers being so angry that 
he took off running after his 
assailant.

Moments earlier, Teodorescu 
had seen the gun in the hand of 
a man he recognized, heard him 
demand money and thought it 
was a joke.

“You’re kidding me!” Teodor-
escu said he responded. “Hey, 
man, go home, be serious. You 
don’t want to be in trouble for 
that.”

Then he turned his back — 
and was shot.

“That was tough,” he recalled. 
“I was so mad at him I got out of 
the [ice cream truck] and started 
chasing him.”

The chase didn’t last long. 
The bullet had gone through 
his shoulder into his clavicle 
and bounced into his voice box, 
damaging his vocal cords, and 
after a short distance he was 
exhausted.

“Then I came back because I 
got so tired. I didn’t realize [the 
severity of my injuries] because 
of all the adrenaline, the shock. 
Once I sat down on the curb, the 
blood started coming out, and 
I remember some kids come 
over and gave me a T-shirt to 
put on my neck … to stop the 
bleeding.”

Four young people, ages 17-
21, were recognized with hero-
ism citations at a Richmond 
City Council meeting for com-
ing to Teodorescu’s aid after 
the shooting in October 2007 
at E.S.H. Greene Elementary in 
South Richmond, where Teo-
dorescu had parked his ice 
cream truck in a parking lot 
alongside basketball courts. The 
four were credited with calling 
911, helping apply pressure to 
his wounds and comforting him 
until an ambulance arrived that 
Sunday afternoon.

Teodorescu had been within 
days of concluding his ice 
cream gig and returning to Ro-
mania, where he planned to be 
married. Instead, he was hospi-
talized for three weeks as he re-
covered from his bullet wounds . 
Once he was discharged from 
the hospital, a long period of 
rehabilitative therapy awaited 
him, but he had no place to stay.

Until he turned to the 
Niamtus.

Teodorescu’s plight reso-
nated with the Niamtus, who 
fi rst made contact with Teo-
dorescu through Joe’s father, 
who speaks Romanian and hap-
pened to be visiting Richmond. 
The Niamtus invited him into 
their home. Teodorescu fi gured 
he would stay for a brief period 
and then head back to Romania. 
But things didn’t work out that 
way at all.

“Two weeks turned into four 
years,” Teodorescu said with a 
laugh.

When he left the hospital, 
Teodorescu had just had his tra-
cheostomy tube removed, and 
he still wasn’t able to eat, hav-

ing to receive his nourishment 
through a feeding tube inserted 
into his abdomen. The Niamtus 
didn’t fl inch.

“The feeding tube was some-
thing I had been living with for 
the last six years at that time,” 
said April Niamtu, referring to 
the Niamtus’ sons, Joey and 
Evan, who have severe disabili-
ties, are non-verbal, cannot 
walk and are tube-fed. “I could 
handle that.”

Teodorescu gradually re-
gained his health, and saw his 
assailant convicted and sent 
to prison. Because of visa is-
sues complicated by his period 
of recuperation, he was unable 
to work, which meant he was 
depending on the kindness of 
the Niamtus and others, an un-
comfortable circumstance for 
someone accustomed to being 
self-reliant; he was 13 when 
he landed his fi rst job, help-
ing his grandfather, who was a 
carpenter.

His desire to return to Roma-
nia subsided. Why? The Nia-
mtus, he said, by showing him 
“what kind of people they are.”

“Actually, they make me 
change my mind,” he said.

Eventually, his visa issues 

were resolved, and he was able 
to work again, fi rst restoring 
windows in old houses and 
eventually migrating to the fi eld 
where he had always hoped to 
work: computers.

He told me the fi rst computer 
he ever had was a contest prize 
he won in Romania in 1995. A 
Compaq Presario.

“I remember at the time, it 
was a very powerful computer,” 
he said. “JBL Pro Speakers. 
DVD-ROM. 64 megabyte RAM. 
Man, that was awesome.”

Only thing was, when the 
computer arrived, he recalled, 
“Everything was in English. I 
had no idea how to turn it on 
and off,” he said with a laugh.

He learned quickly. By 1999, 
he was working in the com-
puter business. But driving an 
ice cream truck in America paid 
more than working in comput-
ers back in Bucharest, which is 
why he wound up here. As he 
settled in Richmond, he began 
building a career in informa-
tion technology, fi rst refurbish-
ing old computer equipment 
and later moving up to a job 
as a systems engineer at Code-
Blue Technology, where he has 
worked for almost fi ve years.

CodeBlue founder and chief 
executive Trey Hayden de-
scribes Teodorescu as “dedi-
cated, conscientious and 
diligent.”

“I speak for all of us at Code-
Blue Technology when I say that 
we could not be more proud of 
Dan earning his United States 
citizenship and we cannot wait 

to celebrate with him,” Hayden 
said in an email.

❖❖❖

On a visit to Virginia Beach 
in 2012, Teodorescu met Rux-
andra Zait, who was working 
as a hotel housekeeper and as 
a sales associate at a store sell-
ing beach gear. They hit it off, in 
part, because she also was from 
Romania, visiting on a student 
exchange visa, and because she 
mentioned she was studying 
computer science back home. 
(His earlier engagement had 
fallen through.)

In time, Zait would transfer to 
Virginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity, where she graduated in 2017 
with a degree in information 
systems (and along the way was 
selected as the Department of 
Information Systems’ “Student 
of the Year.”) She now works as 
an information technology audi-
tor for the state of Virginia, while 
pursuing a master’s degree in in-
formation systems. They married 
in  September.

Joe Niamtu played the role of 
father of the bride, and members 
of Joe’s and April’s families at-
tended the ceremony.

“They’re great people,” said 
Zait, 28, who will be eligible for 
U.S. citizenship in 2020. “They 
accepted me as they accepted 
Danny into their family.”

“When I think of Danny and I 
think of Ruxandra, I get a smile 
on my face,” said April Niamtu. 
“I love them.”

Teodorescu and Zait are 
happy with their lives here, and 
Teodorescu is philosophical 
about the nightmare he went 
through to live his American 
dream.

“I mean, it could happen any-
where,” he said, noting he still 
has pain in his shoulder from 
being shot and has never re-
gained the strength he once had. 
“It could happen to anyone.

“I’ve got my life, and I give 
thanks for that. I was lucky. I’m 
alive.”

I almost forgot to ask: Did he 
ever experience Times Square on 
New Year’s Eve? Did that wish 
come true?

“Two times,” he said.
You went through that twice?
He smiled.
“Well, I’m not going to do it a 

third time,” he said.

wlohmann@timesdispatch.com
(804) 649-6639

Lohmann
From Page A1

DANIEL SANGJIB MIN/TIMES-DISPATCH

 Dr. Joe Niamtu III walked Ruxandra Zait down the aisle at her 
wedding to Danny Teodorescu; she is from Romania and her family 
was unable to attend. Niamtu, a cosmetic facial surgeon with 
Romanian roots, helped persuade Teodorescu to stay in America.

Naturalization ceremony
When: 10 a.m. Thursday 

Where: Virginia Museum 
of History & Culture, 
428 N. Arthur Ashe Blvd.

Details: www.virginiahistory.org
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